
 

 

Assalamu 'alaikum Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Barakaatuhu  
 

    SEERAH OF MUHAMMAD  

  (SalAllahu 'alaihi wa sallam)  
 

         LESSON 1 ⃣3⃣1⃣  
 

 TOPICS: 

 The battle of Taa'if. 

 The spoils of war. 
 

     THE BATTLE OF TAA'IF  
 

 In Shawwal of the same year (8 A.H.), the Prophet (SalAllaahu 
'alaihi wa sallam) marched toward Taa'if with a large Muslim army. As he 
passed by the citadel of Malik bin Auf Nasari, he ordered its demolition. By 
the time he reached Taa'if, the citizens had already closed the city gates 
and had stocked enough provisions to last them a year. 
 

 The Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) then began his siege of 

the city that had once expelled him when, unarmed and sincere, he had 
taken his message to its people. The Muslims tried several devices to force 
the army of Taa'if to lay down arms, but nothing proved successful. Khaalid 
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bin Waleed would go stand before the gate and challenge the people to 
come out and fight, but no one dared accept the challenge. 
 

 Then catapults were brought into use, but they also proved 
ineffectual. A group of Muslims attempted to drill a hole in the wall; 
however, before they could finish they were repulsed by the defenders of 
Taa'if, who dropped molten metal bits on them. 
 

 Finally, the Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) ordered that the 

city's renowned vineyards and date palms be cut down. Vulnerable at last, 
the people of Taa'if begged the Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) in 
the name of God to spare their orchards, at which he immediately took pity 
on the enemy and had his men stop. 
 

 The Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) then had someone 
announce that any slave who escaped from the city would be set free, a 
strategy designed to weaken the enemy numbers. Twenty-three slaves 
responded to this offer and fled. One of them scaled the wall and slid down 
the wheel used for drawing water, so the Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa 
sallam) dubbed him "Abu Bakrah," which means "Father of the wheel" in 
Arabic. 
 

 The siege was long, continuing for twenty days, while others 
estimate it lasted a month. Finally, the Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa 
sallam) consulted with Naufal bin Muawiyah Deli.  

� "The fox has rushed into its hole," Naufal said. 

� "If you remain firm, you will capture it; but if you leave it be, no 
harm will come to you." 
 



 Heeding this bit of practical wisdom, the Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi 

wa sallam) ordered his men to break camp. Before they began the long 
journey back, some Muslims beseeched the Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa 
sallam) to curse the enemy. As he looked back at the walled city, the 
Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) was faced with the same choice 
Allah had given him years before when the people of Taa'if had run him out 
of the city as if he were a criminal. 

� "O Allah," he said. "Guide the people of Taa'if and rescue them 
from disbelief." 
 

      THE SPOILS OF WAR  
 

 The Muslims stayed in Je'rana for more than ten days on their way 
back from Taa'if. The Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) waited for the 
Hawazen to repent and reclaim their property and families. Not one of 
them, however, showed up. At last the Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa 
sallam) took one-fifth of the booty and distributed it among the Muslims of 
weaker faith in order to win their hearts. 
 

 He also gave large shares to those who had not embraced Islam, 
hoping that Islam would become dear to them. Abu Sufyan, for example, 
received 1,600 dirhams worth of silver and one hundred camels. His two 
sons, Yazeed and Muawiya, received the same amount. Safwan bin 
Umayya was given three hundred camels.  
 

 Hakim bin Hazaam, Haarith bin Haarith bin Kaldah, Uyaynah bin 
Hisn, Aqra bin Habis, Abbas bin Mardas, Alqama bin Alatha, Malik bin Auf, 
Ala bin Haritha, Harith bin Hisham, Jubayr bin Mut'im, Suhayl bin Amr, 
Huyaitib bin Abdul Uzza and others received one hundred camels each, 
while many others were given forty or fifty camels each. 
 



 The news of the Prophet's lavish distribution of the booty to so many 

people spread far and wide. Here was a man who gave and gave without 
stint. The Bedouins grew greedy and began to demand gifts from the 
Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam). Some even chased him and pinned 
him against a tree. A Bedouin in a mad frenzy pulled the cloak off the 
Prophet's back.  
 

 "Return my cloak," the Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) said: 

� "I swear by Allah, He who holds my life in His hands, if I had as 
many cattle as Tihama has trees, I would have distributed them all to the 
people. You will find me neither a miser, nor a coward, nor a liar." 
 

 He (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) then cut a lock of hair from the 
hump of a camel and said: 

� "By Allah, I have kept nothing from the spoils for myself, not even 

this hair. Deposit everything you took from the enemy so that it can be 
divided, even a needle and thread. Stealing will result in disgrace, infamy 
and fire for the guilty on the Day of Resurrection." 
 

 The people, overcome with shame and fear at the Prophet's words, 
deposited everything they had collected from the enemy. After this, the 
Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) asked Zayd bin Thaabit to distribute 
the spoils. 
 
              To Be Continued... 
 

 

 


