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 TOPICS: 

 The Battle for Makkah (continued).  

 On the way to Makkah. 
 

   THE BATTLE FOR MAKKAH 

                (CONTINUED)  
 

 The Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) on the other hand, had 

started preparations for war. He issued orders to his Companions and had 
the news announced among the Bedouins on the outskirts of Madinah, 
even as he enjoined secrecy. He prayed, 

� "O Allah, confound the spies and the informers of the Quraysh so 
that we may take them by surprise in their own land." 
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              LESSON: 124 {IN ENGLISH} 



 In order to mislead the enemy, the Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa 

sallam) sent Abu Qatadah (radhiAllahu 'anhu) towards Batn Adam so that 
everyone would assume he had that territory in mind. Hatib bin Abu Balta'a, 
however, wrote a letter to the Quraysh informing them that the Prophet 
(SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) intended to attack Makkah. He handed the 
letter to a woman, promising to pay her for delivering it to the Quraysh. 
 

 The Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) who had received divine 
revelation about Hatib's treachery, sent off Ali, Miqdad, Zubayr and Abu 
Marthad Ghanwi in pursuit of the woman. He said to them, 

� "Ride until you come to the meadow of Khakh. There you will find a 
woman traveling on a camel. She has a letter which you must take from 
her." 
 

 They went off to find the woman, who denied having any such letter 
with her. Only after the men threatened to search her person did she draw 
the letter out from her tresses and hand it over to them. The company took 
the letter and returned to the Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) who 
summoned Hatib. The Prophet said, 

� "What's this, Hatib"? 
 

 Hatib offered him this explanation, 

� "I have my family in Makkah, but no kinsmen among the Quraysh 
to protect them. I wanted to oblige the Quraysh so that they would protect 
my family. I have not done this to renounce Islam or to commit unbelief." 
 

 Umar said furiously, 



� "O Messenger of Allah, give me leave to cut off his head. He has 

committed breach of trust with Allah and His Prophet, and has turned 
Hypocrite." The Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) replied, 

� "He was present at Badr. Do you know, Umar, perhaps Allah has 
looked favorably on those who were present at Badr and has said to them, 
'Do as you wish for I have forgiven you'"? At these words, Umar dissolved 
into tears saying, 

� "Allah and His Messenger know better." 
 

 ON THE MAY TO MAKKAH  
 

 On Ramadan 10, 8 A.H., the Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) 
left Madinah for Makkah. Ten thousand Companions accompanied him. At 
Jahfa, the Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) came across his uncle 
Abbas, who was en route with his family to Madinah after converting to 
Islam. The Prophet's cousins, Abu Sufyan bin Haarith and Abdullah bin 
Abu Umayya, also crossed his path, but the Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa 
sallam) averted his gaze. 
 

 Both men used to lampoon him viciously and their words had 
wounded the Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam). At this, Umm Salamah 
commented to the Prophet,  

� "It is not fitting that your cousins should be the only unfortunates." 
 

 Ali meanwhile instructed Abu Sufyan (not to be confused with Abu 
Sufyan bin Harb, the commander- in-chief of the pagan forces) to appear 
before the Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) and say to him what the 
prophet Yusuf's brothers had said to him when they finally met in Egypt: 



 "They said: We swear by Allah that Allah has preferred you to us, 

and we certainly have been guilty of sin."  (12:91) 
 

 A shamefaced Abu Sufyan came to the Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi 
wa sallam) and apologized, using the words of Yusuf's brothers. The 
Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) himself echoed what Yusuf ('alaihis-
salaam) had said to his brothers: 

 "This day let no reproach be cast upon you: Allah will forgive you, 

and He is the Most Merciful of those who show mercy."  (12:92) 
 

 Thus forgiven, Abu Sufyan bin Haarith recited a few couplets 
praising the Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) and apologizing for his 
past behavior. On reaching Kadeed, the Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa 
sallam) found fasting unbearable while traveling. He broke his fast and told 
his Companions to do the same. He then resumed his journey until he 
arrived at Marra Al-Dhahran around the time of Ishaa prayer. 
 

 Each soldier was instructed to light a fire for himself, and in this way 
ten thousand fires burned in the night, with Umar bin Khattab supervising 
the whole exercise. The spectacle of thousand campfires startled Abu 
Sufyan bin Harb, commander of the pagans. He brought along Hakim bin 
Hazam and Budayl bin Waraqa to observe the sight and said in 
amazement,  

� "Never have I seen a fire and troops such as I find today." 
 

 Budayl commented, 



� "It is probably Khuzaa." Abu Sufyan dismissed his remark saying,  

� "Banu Khuzaa are too inferior to have such a fire and force." 
 
              To Be Continued... 
 

 

 


