
 

 

Assalamu 'alaikum Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Barakaatuhu  
 

    SEERAH OF MUHAMMAD  

  (SalAllahu 'alaihi wa sallam)  
 

         LESSON 1 ⃣1⃣4⃣  
 

 TOPICS: 

 Letter to the Roman Emperor (continued). 
 

      LETTER TO THE ROMAN  

     EMPEROR (CONTINUED)  
 

 The conversation between Heraclius and Abu Sufyan ran thus: 

 Heraclius: Tell me about his lineage. 

 Abu Sufyan: He comes of the best lineage. 

 Heraclius: Did anybody before him make the claim he does? 

 Abu Sufyan: No. 
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 Heraclius: Have there been any kings in his family?  

 Abu Sufyan: No. 

 Heraclius: Who are his followers? Are they the poor and the weak, 

or are they nobles? 

 Abu Sufyan: They are all poor and weak. 

 Heraclius: Are his followers increasing or dwindling? 

 Abu Sufyan: Their numbers are growing. 

 Heraclius: Do those who enter his religion despise and leave him? 

 Abu Sufyan: No. 

 Heraclius: Did you catch him lying before he claimed to be a 
prophet? 

 Abu Sufyan: No. 

 Heraclius: Has he ever broken his word? 

 Abu Sufyan: Not yet. We are at present at peace with him. We don't 
know what he will do in the future. 

 Heraclius: Have you ever fought against him? 
Abu Sufyan: Yes 

 Heraclius: What was the result? 



 Abu Sufyan: Fortunes have varied, sometimes in our favor, 

sometimes in his. 

 Heraclius: What is it that he teaches? 

 Abu Sufyan: He asks us to worship one God, and not to associate 
anything with Him, and to renounce whatever our ancestors worshipped. 
He asks us to offer prayers, to be truthful and pious, and to be kind to 
kinsmen. 
 

 Heraclius then summarized all he had heard: 

� You said that he is of noble lineage. Prophets always come from 
the best lineage. You said that none of you made such a claim before him. 
If it were so, I would say that he was imitating a claim already made by 
someone. 

� You said that none among his ancestors happened to be a king. 
Had anyone among his ancestors been a king, I would have surmised that 
he was trying to recover his lost kingdom. I asked if you knew him to be 
untruthful before he claimed to be a prophet, and you said, "No." I know 
that it is not possible for a man to be truthful to people but to mince the 
truth in regard to God.  

� You told me that the poor and the weak followed him. It is true that 
prophets are always followed by the humble and the poor in the beginning. 
You said that they were gaining in numbers. Faith is always like that, for it 
goes on increasing until it triumphs. You told me that none- had ever turned 
away from him and rejected his faith. It is a fact that faith once settled in the 
heart never leaves it. 

� You told me that he never broke his word. Prophets never break 
their promises. You said that he asked you to worship one God, not to 



associate anything with Him, bade you to turn away from the idols and to 
offer prayer, practice truth, piety and chastity. 

� If what you have said is true, very soon he will conquer the ground 
that is beneath my feet. I knew that a prophet was about to appear, but I 
never thought that he would come from you. If it had been possible, I would 
have called upon him, and if I had been with him, I would have washed his 
feet. 
 

 Heraclius asked for the letter again and he read it out. The assembly 

erupted in surprise and alarm at the Prophet's message. Heraclius 
dismissed Abu Sufyan and his men to bring the situation under control. 
Outside, Abu Sufyan said to his men with foreboding,  

� "The affair of Abu Kabsha has grown so powerful that even the 

king of Banu Asfar [the Romans] fears him."  
 

 Each day Abu Sufyan grew convinced that Islam would prevail, until 
Allah favored him with Islam. Heraclius was so impressed with what he had 
heard that he presented Dihya bin Khalifah (the bearer of the letter) with 
money and expensive robes. Heraclius then went back to Hims, where he 
summoned his chiefs and courtiers in a closed assembly and addressed 
them,  

� "O Romans, if you desire safety and guidance so that your 
kingdom shall be firmly established, follow this prophet." 
 

 The gathering took flight like wild asses but found the doors closed. 
When Heraclius saw his nobles' opposition to the message of Islam, he 
called them back and added,  

� "What I just said was to test your constancy and faith. I am now 
satisfied of your firmness and devotion." 
 



 The courtiers lowered their heads, pleased at his words. 

These details make it clear that by then Heraclius had seen the truth of the 
Prophet's message, but his love for his throne overpowered him, and he 
failed to embrace Islam. In Allah's sight, Heraclius stands guilty on his own 
account and because of his people who remained misguided. 
 

 At the end of his mission, Dihya bin Khalifa returned to Madinah via 
Husma, where Banu Jazam ambushed him, seizing all his possessions. He 
escaped to Madinah and reported the incident to the Prophet (SalAllaahu 
'alaihi wa sallam). The Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) dispatched 
Zayd bin Haritha at the head of five hundred men. Zayd launched a sniper 
attack on the bandits, killing them in large numbers and capturing a 
hundred women and children.  
 

 A thousand camels and five hundred goats were seized as booty. 
Zayd bin Rifa'a Zajami, a chieftain of the Jazam tribe, hurried to Madinah. 
Since he and some people of his tribe had already embraced Islam, and he 
had helped Dihya when he was under attack by the bandits, the Prophet 
(SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) returned the booty and the prisoners.  
 
              To Be Continued... 
 

 

 

  



 

 


