
 

 

Assalamu 'alaikum Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Barakaatuhu  
 

    SEERAH OF MUHAMMAD  

  (SalAllahu 'alaihi wa sallam)  
 

         LESSON 1⃣0⃣7⃣  
 

 TOPIC: 

 The slander against 'Aishah (continued). 
 

      THE SLANDER AGAINST  

       'AISHAH (CONTINUED)  
 

 After the second night had passed, the Prophet (SallAllaahu 
'alaihi Wa sallam) came to see 'Aishah. Struggling with his own 
emotions, he said, as befitting the spiritual head of the community 
and her husband,  

� "'Aishah! I have come to know of this and that about you. 
If you are innocent, Allah will bring your innocence to light. If you 
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have sinned, then repent and seek Allah's forgiveness, for He 
forgives those who repent." 
 

 'Aishah listened without tears. She asked her parents to 
reply on her behalf, but they sat mute with grief and reverence for 
the Prophet (SallAllaahu 'alaihi Wa sallam). Then 'Aishah spoke in 
ringing tones: 

� "By Allah, I know that the lie has been repeated so much 
so that it has stuck to your hearts and you people have taken it as 
true. Now if I say I am innocent—and Allah knows well that I am 
innocent—you will not accept it as true. In case I confess 
anything—and Allah knows very well that I am quite innocent—
you will take it as true. Thus, I, for myself and for you, say what 
the father of Yusuuf said: 

 "...Patience is beautiful. I seek the help of Allah against 

what you assert."  (12: 18) 
 

 With these words she turned her back on the Prophet 
(SallAllaahu 'alaihi Wa sallam) and lay down. At that moment, 
Allah sent the Prophet (SallAllaahu 'alaihi Wa sallam) a 
revelation. When the state of inspiration ended, the Prophet 
(SallAllaahu 'alaihi Wa sallam) was smiling. He said, 

� "O 'Aishah! Allah has declared you innocent!" 

� "Get up and face the Prophet," said 'Aishah's mother to 
her daughter. 
 



 'Aishah's reply was, "By Allah! I shall not get up to face him. 
I shall praise Allah alone." The ayaah that were revealed on this 
occasion pertained to the exoneration of 'Aishah and are to be 
found in Surah Al-Noor, ayaah 11-20. They state clearly that the 
people who invented the lie about a chaste woman (whose only 
sin was negligence) had sinned and so had those who repeated it 
and believed it. 
 

 The ayaah specifically ordain punishment for slanderers 
and stipulate a code of conduct for Muslims to safeguard the 
chastity of their women. It is made a part of one's faith to avoid 
suspicion, and to refuse to believe in and or circulate slander. To 
repeat unfounded gossip is to defile oneself and society, to bring 
in discord, and to harm believing women, and in the following 
ayaah, Allah lays down strict punishment for slanderers: 
 

 "Those who brought forward the lie are a body among 
yourselves. Do not consider it bad for you. On the contrary, it is 
good for you. Every man will be given the sin he earned, and 
those who were primarily responsible will receive a great 
punishment. When the believers heard the rumor, why did they 
not assume the best about their own people and say, This 
allegation is an obvious lie? 'Why did they not bring four 
witnesses to prove the accusation was true? Since they did not 
produce any witnesses, they stand as liars before Allah. And were 
it not for the grace and mercy of Allah on you in this world and in 
the Hereafter, you would have been seized by a tremendous 
punishment for what you uttered. You said something that you 
had no knowledge of and considered it but a small thing, but to 
Allah it was a very great matter. And when you heard the 
slanderous lie, why did you not say, 'We should not talk about 



this. Glory be to Allah! This is a most serious allegation!' Allah 
admonishes you to never behave in such a way again if you are 
indeed believers. And Allah makes His signs, lessons and 

revelations clear for you, for He is All-Knowing, All-Wise." 
 (24: 11-18) 
 

 His heart thus unburdened of grief, the Prophet (SallAllaahu 
'alaihi Wa sallam) went to his Companions and recited before 
them the ayaah, revealed concerning 'Aishah's acquittal. In 
compliance with the divine injunction in the ayaah, he ordered 
punishment for the slanderers, eighty lashes to each of the two 
males and one female from among the Muslims who had 
repeated the lies. 
 

 Hassan bin Thabit, Mistah bin Athatha and Hamnah bint 
Jahsh, in bearing the punishment, escaped punishment in the 
Hereafter and were forgiven. However, Abdullah bin Ubayy, the 
leader of the liars and his accomplices, got off unscathed, 
unrepentant. They face a far more terrible punishment in the 
Hereafter. 
 
              To Be Continued... 
 

 

 

  



 

 


