
SEERAH OF PROPHET MUHAMMAD(PBUH) 

LESSON: 152  (IN ENGLISH} 

 

Assalamu 'alaikum Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Barakaatuhu  
 

    SEERAH OF MUHAMMAD  

  (SalAllahu 'alaihi wa sallam)  
 

         LESSON 1⃣5⃣2⃣  
 

 TOPICS: 

 Abu Bakr chosen as Khalifah. 

 Funeral rites and burial. 
 

          ABU BAKR CHOSEN  

               AS KHALIFAH  
 

 The most significant dispute that arose immediately after the death 
of the Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) was that of choosing the 
Prophet's successor. Ali bin Abi Taalib (radhiAllahu 'anhu) thought that 
he was within his rights to succeed the Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa 
sallam) because he had been close to the Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa 
sallam) from the beginning of his mission. 
 



 Therefore, Ali, Zubayr and some people of Banu Hashim 
assembled in Fatimah's house, while the Ansaar met elsewhere to 
choose an Amir (leader) from among themselves. The rest of the 
Muhajireen, including Abu Bakr, Umar and Abu Ubayda also joined the 
Ansaar. They discussed and debated the matter, unsure who would be 
chosen or how it should be done. 
 

 The Ansaar wanted the Prophet's (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) 
successor to come from among them, but Abu Bakr made a significant 
observation: 

🏻 "Yes, the Ansaar deserve this honor, but the Arabs believe the 

Quraysh to be unrivaled in the art of administration, and no Arab will 
accept a ruler who is not from the Quraysh. The Quraysh are superior to 
others in respect to lineage and family." 
 

 Abu Bakr then caught the hands of Umar and Abu Ubayda and 
said, 

🏻 "I choose either of these two to be our Amir." 

🏻 "One Amir from among us, and one from among you," someone 

from among the Ansaar suggested.  
 

 People began to raise their voices. Suddenly, Umar asked Abu 
Bakr to extend his hand. When he did so, Umar pledged his allegiance to 
him. One by one, everyone else present followed Umar's lead and 
pledged allegiance to Abu Bakr, who thus became the Prophet's 
(SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) successor. 
 

             FUNERAL RITES  

                 AND BURIAL  
 



 On Tuesday, the Prophet's (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) body 
was washed by Abbas, Ali, Abbas' two sons, Fadl and Qatham, and the 
freed slaves of the Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam), Shaqran, 
Usamah bin Zayd and Aus bin Khaula (radhiAllahu 'anhum) . 
 

 Abbas and his two sons moved the Prophet's (SalAllaahu 'alaihi 
wa sallam) body from side to side, Usama and Shaqran poured water, Ali 
washed the body, and Aus helped prop the body up. The Prophet's 
(SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) body was washed three times with water 
and berry leaves. 
 

 The water came from Ghars, Sa'd bin Khaythama's well in Qubaa, 
which the Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) used to drink from. His 
body was then shrouded in three white cotton Yemenite sheets. Abu 
Talha dug the Prophet's (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) grave on the spot 
where he had died in 'Aishah's house. 
 

 It was a Lahd type of grave with a niche in the side. The Prophet's 
(SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) body lay on his cot beside the grave, and 
his Companions came in groups of ten to pray the funeral prayer 
individually, without an Imam to lead the prayer.  
 

 First, members of the Prophet's (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) 
family prayed, followed by the Muhaajireen, the Ansaar, and then the 
women and children. The funeral prayers for the Prophet (SalAllaahu 
'alaihi wa sallam) lasted all day Tuesday and most of Wednesday. 
Late Wednesday night the Prophet (SalAllaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) was 
buried. 
 
              To Be Continued... 
 

 

 


