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    LINEAGE (CONTINUED)  

 It was also during Abdul Muttalib's time that the Ka'bah was 
attacked by the Abyssinian conqueror Abraha and his men, whom the 
Qur'an refers to as the "Companions of the Elephant." Abraha advanced 
with an army of sixty thousand men, intent on destroying the Ka'bah. By 
destroying the Kabah, he hoped to divert Arab pilgrims to his church in 
Yemen. 



 Abraha reached the valley of Muhassir, between Muzdalifah and 
Mina, ready to invade Makkah. As he advanced with his elephant, the 
beast that had terrified all of Makkah suddenly refused to move. As for 
the sixty thousand soldiers, Allah, in defense of His Sacred House of 
worship, sent flocks of birds to pelt the invaders with stones. The soldiers 
were repulsed, and they lay felled by the stones, their bodies resembling 
"mashed corn." 

 Apart from the miraculous intervention of Allah in defense of the 
Ka'bah, this episode in Makkan history showed the strength of Abdul 
Muttalib's character. He stood up to Abraha's might in defense of his 
own property, unshakable in his faith that Allah would protect His 
sacred house, the Ka'bah. 

 Abdul Muttalib's son, Abdullah, the father of the Prophet 
(SalAllahu 'alaihi wa sallam) was a handsome youth. He was called 
"Dhabih" (the sacrificed) in reference to the rediscovery of Zamzam.   

 When Abdul Muttalib was digging beside the Ka'bah in search of 
the old well, the Quraysh watched him idly. Once he began to reach wet 
soil, they insisted on sharing in his discovery, and they raised a great 
clamor. Abdul Muttalib vowed to Allah that he would sacrifice one of his 
ten sons if he were allowed to uncover the well. In the end, Abdul 
Muttalib continued excavating and discovered the old well. 

 Afterwards, he drew lots to determine which son he would 
sacrifice, and Abdullah was chosen. Abdul Muttalib took Abdullah to the 
Ka'bah and was prepared to sacrifice him, but the Quraysh, particularly 
Abdullah brothers and maternal uncles, were opposed to the sacrifice. 
Finally, it was decided that one hundred camels should be sacrificed in 
his place. Hence the Prophet (SalAllahu 'alaihi wa sallam) is called the 
descendant of the "two sacrificed ones" (Isma'eel ('alaihi salaam) and his 
own father, Abdullah). Similarly, he is referred to as the descendant of 
the "two elders held for ransom," for Isma'eel was ransomed for a ram 
and his father for a hundred camels. 



 Abdullah was married to Aminah, the daughter of Wahab. Wahab 
was a chieftain of Banu Zahra. Shortly after the marriage, Aminah 
became pregnant, but before she could give birth to their child, Abdullah 
was sent by his father to Yathrib or Syria on business. Tragically, he 
passed away in Yathrib on the return journey and was buried in the 
house of Nabgha Dhabyani. 

 He was twenty-five years old when he died and had left very little 
wealth — five camels, a small number of goats, a she-servant, called 
Barakah – Umm Aiman – who would later serve as the Prophet’s 
(SalAllahu 'alaihi wa sallam) nursemaid. 
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